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School of Character Award RECEIPT DEADLINES  

TO CONFERENCE: JUNE 15 
TO NATIONAL OFFICE: JULY 15

SUBMIT BY MAIL 
NAIA NATIONAL OFFICE
120 W. 12th Street, Suite 700
Kansas City, Mo. 64105 

SUBMIT BY EMAIL
awards@naia.org

Recognizes an NAIA institution who is dedicated to deliberately teaching character through sport.

Description 
The School of Character award celebrates institutions within the National Association of Intercollegiate Athletics (NAIA) that exemplify exceptional commitment to fostering character development among their student-athletes. This award recognizes institutions that not only meet the rigorous standards of a five-star institution but also demonstrate outstanding dedication to embracing the five core values of the NAIA Champions of Character program.

Criteria
1. To be eligible for NAIA National Award nominations, institutions must be an active member of the NAIA as of July 15. Nominations from institutions that have closed or merged with another NAIA institution remain eligible.
2. Must be a five-star institution.
3. Must be clearly outstanding in:
a. Embracing the five core values of the NAIA Champions of Character program.
b. Implementing methods that deliberately define, model, shape, and reinforce character within their institution.
4. Institutions currently on probation for violation(s) of the NAIA Code of Ethics or conduct in competition, as determined by the CEC, are ineligible for this award.

Nomination Materials
1. Official nomination form
2. A compelling overview (1,000 words or less) detailing the institution's character journey, highlighting key milestones and initiatives undertaken to promote character development among student-athletes.
3. A description outlining how the institution has utilized the Champions of Character program to shape its culture and foster character development (no more than 500 words).
4. A description of how your institution implements the five core values (no more than 500 words).
5. Two letters of recommendation from:
a. Conference Athletic Director Association Representative
b. Conference Commissioner
No additional materials will be accepted.

Nomination Procedure
1. Any NAIA member institution may nominate their institution and submit the required materials to the commissioner of their affiliated conference/CAC (Independents) by the June 15 deadline. 
2. A conference committee makes a single selection. Conferences/CAC (Independents) are free to announce their conference winner at any time after selection.
3. The nomination materials for the conference/CAC (Independents) winner are to be sent to the National Office by July 15.

National Award Selection
1. The NAIA National Office will forward the conference/CAC (Independents) winner’s nomination materials to the Champions of Character Awards Committee. 
1. After selection is made, the national office officially notifies the national winner a week before NAIA National Awards Day in September.

Recognition
The national award recipient is announced publicly during NAIA National Awards Day in September. The institution will be presented with a gold banner, recognized at an annual function in conjunction with the NAIA National Convention and a session during the NAIA convention. Transportation and accommodation to convention are provided.

Question Contact
awards@naia.org
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Complete nomination includes:
|_|   This official nomination form
|_|   Current high-resolution logo
|_|   Overview
|_|   Description
|_|   Conference ADA and Conference Commissioner recommendation

Nominations that are incomplete or contain additional materials other than those specified above will not be considered.


Institution’s Information
	Institution’s Name:
	     
	
	

	Address:
	     
	
	

	
	     
	
	

	Conference:
	     
	
	

	Phone:
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Nominator’s Information
	Nominator:
	     
	Title:
	     

	Email:
	     
	Phone:
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Conference Athletic Director Representative 
	Name:
	     
	Phone:
	     

	Email:
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