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Dr. LeRoy Walker Champions of Character® Award RECEIPT DEADLINES  

TO CONFERENCE: JUNE 15 
TO NATIONAL OFFICE: JULY 15

SUBMIT BY MAIL 
NAIA NATIONAL OFFICE
120 W. 12th Street, Suite 700
Kansas City, Mo. 64105 

SUBMIT BY EMAIL
awards@naia.org

Recognizes a student-athlete who excels academically, athletically and embraces the core values of Champions 
of Character

Description 
The Dr. LeRoy Walker Champions of Character Award for student-athletes is one of the most prestigious awards in the NAIA and was created in association with the National Sports Foundation, a group of sports organizations that promote and recognize sportsmanship. Dr. Walker was a former president of the NAIA and president emeritus of the U.S. Olympic Committee. The award honors outstanding student-athletes for their academics, athletics, leadership, and dedication to living the core values of Champions of Character.

Criteria
1. Must be a student-athlete at an NAIA member institution.
a. To be eligible for NAIA National Award nominations, institutions must be an active member of the NAIA as of July 15. Nominations from institutions that have closed or merged with another NAIA institution remain eligible.
2. Must be at least a junior academic status at the nominating institution at the time of nomination (June 15).
3. Must be outstanding in:
a. Academic achievement (3.00 GPA or higher)
b. Campus and community leadership
c. Embracing the five core character values of the NAIA Champions of Character
d. Athletic achievement

Nomination Materials
1. Official nomination form
2. Current high-resolution photo
3. A signed letter from the institution’s registrar confirming the nominee’s grade point average. Transcripts will not be accepted.
4. Resume that includes a list of academic, athletic, and community achievements, including the year.
5. An essay of no more than 300 words written by the nominee based on how he or she has demonstrated one of the core values of the Champions of Character initiative inside and outside of competition.
6. Maximum of three letters of recommendation addressing how the student-athlete demonstrates character from:
a. Nominee’s coach
b. Two from other representatives of the institution and/or the nominee’s home community. (We encourage a teammate to write about the impact this person had had on his/her character development as a student-athlete.)

Nomination Procedure
1. Any NAIA active member institution may nominate one student and submit the required materials to the commissioner of their conference/CAC (Independents) by the June 15 deadline.
2. A conference committee will make a single selection. Conference/CAC (Independents) are free to announce their conference winner at any time after selection.
3. The nomination materials for the conference/CAC (Independents) winner are to be sent to the national office by July 15.

National Award Selection
1. The NAIA National Office will forward the conference/CAC (Independents) winner’s nomination materials to the Champions of Character Awards Committee for selection of the national award winner.
2. After selection is made, the national office officially notifies the national winner a week before NAIA National Awards Day in September.

Recognition
Conference winners receive a certificate from the national office. The national award recipient is announced publicly during NAIA National Awards Day in September. The NAIA gives a $1,000 award to the national winner’s institution’s general scholarship fund in the winner’s name. The winner will be presented with a plaque and recognized at an annual function in conjunction with the NAIA National Convention. Transportation and accommodations to convention are provided.

Question Contact
awards@naia.org
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Complete nomination includes:
|_|   This official nomination form
|_|   Current high resolution photo
|_|   Registrar’s letter with GPA
|_|   Resume including academic, athletic and community achievements
|_|   Essay by nominee
|_|   Coach letter of recommendation
|_|   Additional letter of recommendation
|_|   Additional letter of recommendation	

Nominations that are incomplete or contain additional materials other than those specified above will not be considered.


Nominee Information
	Nominee’s Name:
	     
	Year:
	     

	Pronunciation:
	     

	Email:
	     
	Phone:
	     

	Institution:
	     
	Sport:
	     

	Hometown:
	     




Nominator Information
	Nominator:
	     
	Title:
	     

	Email:
	     
	Phone:
	     




Athletics Director or Campus Character Liaison (if the same, please list the FAR)
	Name:
	     
	Phone:
	     

	Email:
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