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Female Trailblazer of the Year AwardRECEIPT DEADLINES  

TO NATIONAL OFFICE: JULY 15

SUBMIT BY MAIL 
NAIA NATIONAL OFFICE
120 W. 12th Street, Suite 700
Kansas City, Mo. 64105 

SUBMIT BY EMAIL
awards@naia.org

Recognizing a full-time outstanding NAIA Female Leader who has made an exemplary impact in their current role.

Description 
Recognizes an outstanding woman leader who exemplified outstanding support of women in athletics and their success. It is based on accomplishments during the previous year in the areas of athletics administration and service to the NAIA.

Criteria
1. Must be an active female leader in the NAIA for a minimum of five years.
a. To be eligible for NAIA National Award nominations, institutions must be an active member of the NAIA as of July 15. Nominations from institutions that have closed or merged with another NAIA institution remain eligible.

Required Nomination Materials
1. Official nomination form
2. Current high-resolution photo
3. A complete resume
4. A maximum of three letters of recommendation from the following:
a. NAIA President/chancellor 
b. NAIA Athletics Director 
c. NAIA Coach or student-athlete 

Nomination Procedure
1. A president, athletics director, or conference commissioner may nominate a female leader from any NAIA member institution.
2. Nomination materials must be received at the NAIA National Office no later than July 15. 

National Award Selection
1. The NAIA National Office will forward all nominations to the NAIA RISE Awards Committee for selection of the national award winner.
2. After selection is made by the appropriate committee, the national office officially notifies the national winner a week before NAIA National Awards Day in September.

Recognition
The national award recipient is announced publicly during NAIA National Awards Day in September and will be presented with a certificate and recognized at an annual function in conjunction with the NAIA National Convention.


Question Contact
awards@naia.org 
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Complete nomination includes:

|_|   This official nomination form
|_|   Resume
|_|   Current high-resolution photo
|_|   President recommendation
|_|   Athletics Director recommendation
|_|   Coach/Student-Athlete recommendation



Nominee’s Information
	
Name:
	     
	Number of years at current Institution:
	     

	Pronunciation:
	     

	Institution:
	     
	Conference: 
	     

	Nominator’s Name:
	     
	Nominator’s Email:
	     




Describe general accomplishments in all applicable areas of athletics administration. Fields will expand as nomination information is entered.

1. Budget oversight (e.g. fundraising/financial decisions for the operations and initiatives of department)       

2. Department oversight/staff development         

3. Student-athlete well-being initiatives (programs, education, academics)       

4. Champions of Character® in the department        

5. Title IX and gender equity initiatives       

6. [bookmark: Text3]Service to NAIA (conference, national committees)       

7. Awards/honors         

9. 	Other notable activities/events (innovative initiatives to advance female leaders, community involvement, for example)       
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