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2024 Proposed Legislation 
Frequently Asked Questions

Proposed Amendments to the NAIA Constitution

Proposal: National Coordinating Committee Composition
Constitutional Amendments: 24-C-01 
Current Rule: An at-large member cannot be from the same institution or conference as the National Administrative Council (NAC), Council of Faculty Athletics Representatives (CFAR), or Council of Student-Athletes (CSA) representatives. 
Proposed Change: To remove the restriction that at-large members of the National Coordinating Committee cannot be from the same conference as committee members representing the respective NAIA councils.
Effective Date: April 9, 2024
Submitted By: National Coordinating Committee

Q1: Why is the National Coordinating Committee proposing this change? 
A: The councils that have members who serve on the NCC have their own election cycles that is outside of the at-large members. It would be difficult to consistently ensure that the chairs and co-chairs from these respective councils are not from the same conference as the at-large members. 
 
Q2: What is the rationale behind the proposed removal of this restriction? 
A: Removing this restriction will enhance flexibility in selecting at-large members. It may also be seen as a way to ensure that highly qualified individuals from any conference can serve on the committee, thus maximizing the expertise available for decision-making.


Proposed Amendments to the NAIA Bylaws

Proposal: Additional Scrimmages/Dates 
Bylaws Amendment 24-B-01
Current Rule: In the sports where scrimmages are allowed, the additional scrimmage dates to be conducted during a specific time of year must be conducted on the weekends or non-scheduled class dates. 
Proposed Change: To remove the existing limitation that the additional competitions must be held on non-scheduled class dates and allow for the additional scrimmages to occur on class dates as long as the student-athletes who participate are not missing class for the competition. 
Effective Date: August 1, 2024
Submitted by: The Sun Conference
Co-Sponsor by: California Pacific Conference

Q1: What happens if some student-athletes on the team have class, but the majority of the team does not have class on a date that the scrimmage was scheduled? 
A: Only the student-athletes that will not miss class in order to travel, prepare, or compete will be permitted to participate in the additional scrimmages. 
 
Q2: What happens if the team must leave early in order to travel to the contest and consequently causes a student to miss class? 
A: The intent of the proposals is that a student-athlete cannot miss class for any reason in order to participate in the scrimmage. This includes any type of game preparation, training room obligations, and possible travel. 
 
Q3: Will this bylaw exclusively apply scrimmages? Why is this listed in different section for soccer? 
A: This bylaw primarily concerns teams with additional scrimmage dates during the "out of season" period (as outlined in Article I, Section H, Item 2). Soccer differs in that its additional contests are categorized within its total frequency of play limits and are not necessarily labeled as scrimmages. Unlike other sports, soccer isn't required to consider these additional contests as scrimmages.

Q4: What if a team does not schedule the full number of contests as listed under their frequency of play limits. Are they allowed more scrimmages and are they held to these parameters?
A: NAIA bylaws state, in those sports where scrimmages are allowed, an institution that does not schedule or participate in the maximum number of allowable varsity games, meets, or playing dates may conduct additional scrimmages of up to the NAIA limits. In no case can the combined number of scheduled contests and scrimmages exceed the maximum number listed in Article I, Section H of the NAIA Bylaws. 

Therefore, a team is allowed to conduct more scrimmages at any point during their 24-week season. The bylaw amendment aimed at the “out of season” scrimmages are signaled out to specifically allow for additional scrimmages to occur, but not to allow for a student to miss class in order to compete. 
 
Q5: How will this be monitored on campus?
A: As with all NAIA bylaws, it will be up to the NAIA institution to monitor and ensure the bylaw requirements are being met in this aspect. Coaches will play a key role in fostering transparent communication with student-athletes by making it clear that missing class for these scrimmages will not be permitted.

Proposal: Junior Varsity Basketball Start Date Exception
Bylaws Amendment 24-B-03
Current Rule: For the applicable sports, a start date specified is the earliest possible date on which any activity meeting the definition of a practice or competition may occur and will constitute start of a team’s 24-week season. 
Proposed Change: To enable institutions sponsoring junior varsity basketball teams to begin junior varsity practice and/or competition prior to the applicable start dates.
Effective Date: August 1, 2024
Submitted By: Wolverine Hoosier Athletics Conference
Co-Sponsored By: Frontier Conference

Q1: Why are the sponsors proposing this bylaw change? 
A: Many NAIA institutions aim to conduct junior varsity practice and competition before varsity activities commence. The sport of basketball is unique in that their practice and competition start dates are close in proximity in order to accommodate for the multi-term timeline and practice/ competition over winter break. This proposal will provide an exception to the 24-week season that would allow for junior varsity teams to have the ability to conduct the majority of their practice and competition in advance of the varsity program starting. 
 
Q2: Will the start date of the practice, scrimmage, & exhibition change for the entire sport of basketball? 
A: No. The start date for practices, scrimmages, and exhibitions will only change for junior varsity programs if they choose to take advantage of this exception. It is not a requirement to start the junior varsity basketball programs earlier than the normal start date. However, varsity programs will still be held to the existing practice and competition start dates outlined in the bylaws. 

Q3: Is this an exception for all sports with JV programs? 
A: No – this proposal is specific to basketball only. 

Q4: We have never tried to split our basketball team into junior varsity/ varsity athletes. If we were to start doing this, how do we define who our junior varsity athletes are? How does the NAIA define a junior varsity athlete? 
A: The NAIA bylaws do not explicitly define or categorize junior varsity student-athletes. However, the guidance written in the Council of Presidents Policy on who is determined to be a varsity participant is the criterion used to distinguish varsity participation from junior varsity participation: 

“No limit will be placed on the number of student-athletes on any varsity roster, nor on the combined total number of all varsity and junior varsity athletes. Any intercollegiate contest that meets the following criteria will be considered a varsity contest and must be included in calculating the student’s varsity participation: 
1. Is included in the institution’s or the individual’s varsity statistics and/or won-loss record; 
2. Can be used for qualification for postseason competition, (indoor and outdoor track and field, swimming and diving, wrestling, women’s golf); or 
3. Can be counted toward team scoring (e.g. indoor and outdoor track and field, swimming and diving, wrestling, etc.) for the institution’s varsity team.”

Q5: How early could a JV team start practicing and/or competing under this exception? 
A: As early as September 1, or the start of school per the respective NAIA institution’s academic calendar.

Q6: Would this exempt JV athletes from the number of competitions counted towards their frequency of play limits? 
A: No, this proposal does not exempt junior varsity athletes from frequency of play limits. It solely allows for an earlier start to junior varsity practice and competition.

Q7: Is this a way for a varsity athlete to start practicing and competing prior to the normal start date?
A: No. The sponsors of this proposal wished to deter varsity athletes from starting to practice and compete earlier than the current established start date for varsity basketball programs. That is why the bylaw proposal prohibits a JV athlete from participating as a varsity competitor until the start of the following academic term per the institution’s academic calendar. 

Q8: In the sport of basketball, a JV athlete can compete in both JV and varsity competitions on the same day and at the same location and it will only count as one contest towards the frequency of play. This can happen a maximum of 10 times. Can this still occur if the athlete starts as a junior varsity athlete in the fall term prior to basketball’s start date?
A: No. If the student starts as a JV player during the fall term, they are not able to join or compete with the varsity team until the start of the following academic term per the NAIA institution’s academic calendar. 

Q9: What about scrimmages for varsity and JV? Does it matter if a JV athlete competes in a varsity scrimmage in the first term? 
A: A student who has already competed as a JV athlete (using the earlier start date) will not be able to compete in a varsity a scrimmage because they will still be representing their NAIA institution in competition. Therefore, a JV student who utilized this start-date exception will not be permitted to compete in varsity scrimmages, exhibitions and/or regular season competition until the start of the next academic term. 

Q10: The proposal says the student will not be eligible until the first day of the start of the next term. What day is the first date of the term? 
A: The NAIA bylaws define the start of the term as the date listed in the institutional catalog as the first day of the term. If no such date is given, the start of the term shall be the first date of classes for that term according to the institution’s academic calendar. 

Q11: For quarter schools, will a junior varsity athlete who competed for JV in the fall quarter term be permitted to begin participating in varsity competition at the start of the winter quarter term,  or would they be required to wait until the start of the spring quarter term? 
A: The bylaw states “the start of the following academic term.” Therefore, junior varsity programs who take advantage of this exception during the fall quarter term must be withheld from varsity competition until the start of the following winter term. 

Q12: What about the competitions that occur over winter break? 
A: A junior varsity athlete who has practiced and/or competed under this exception will not be allowed to compete as a varsity athlete over winter break. They must wait to be certified to compete as a varsity athlete on the first date of the following academic term. 

Q13: What happens if a JV basketball athlete starts early with their JV program at one NAIA institution, but decides to transfer when their fall term is over on December 15. Upon transferring and enrolling in the Spring term at the new NAIA institution, can they start playing immediately? 
A: No. Since the student started at their NAIA institution as a JV athlete prior to the start date for the team, the student will not be allowed to start with the varsity team at the new institution until the start of the new institution’s academic term. The new NAIA institution will be required to identify whether or not the student took advantage of this exception through the transfer interview process or through a tracer. 

Q14: If the JV team does not start prior to the start date of the varsity program, is the JV athlete held to the same varsity participation restrictions? 
A: No. The restriction that prohibits a JV athlete from transitioning to a varsity athlete until the start of the following academic term is only for JV athletes who start their practice/ competition prior to the varsity team’s established start date. If the NAIA JV team decides not to start prior to the varsity team’s start date, the restrictions will not apply. 

Q15: How will an institution keep track of when a JV athlete can move to varsity?
A:  As with many of the NAIA bylaws, we will defer to the NAIA institution on creating a system that will help the coach and athletic administration keep track of all JV student-athlete and their respective participation. Any violations will result in a self-report to the National Conduct and Ethics Committee.

Q16: Does this mean that any JV student-athlete that starts practicing or competing prior to the varsity start date and subsequently participates in varsity competition in the following term could potentially exceed 24 total weeks of participation?
A: An individual JV student athlete could, in theory, exceed 24 total weeks of participation if they start practicing or competing prior to the established start date for the sport of basketball. The exception allows for junior varsity participation prior to the start date to be exempt from student and the sport’s 24-week season. However, all frequency of play and maximum amount of competition regulations will still apply to the student’s participation. 




Proposal: Basketball and Wrestling Competition Start Date
Bylaws Amendment 24-B-04
Current Rule: The competition start date for these respective sports begin on the last Thursday in October. 
Proposed Change: To adjust the competition start date for basketball and wrestling from the last Thursday in October to the 4th Thursday in October.
Effective Date: August 1, 2024
Submitted By: Wolverine Hoosier Athletics Conference 
Co-Sponsored By: The Sun Conference, Frontier Conference

Q1: Why is this proposal coming forward? 
A: The sponsors of the proposal identify that in the event that October has the last Thursday fall during the fifth week, this causes the basketball and wrestling seasons to be cut short by a week. Therefore, changing to the 4th Thursday in October provides consistency each year regardless of the number of weeks in October. 


Proposal: Golf Practice Start Date
Bylaws Amendment 24-B-05
Current Rule: Start date for practice, scrimmage, and exhibitions can start seven days prior to first allowable competition. 
[bookmark: _Hlk156824967]Proposed Change: Adjust the practice start date for men’s and women’s golf earlier by one week to the 2nd Monday in August, which provides 14 days of practice prior to the first allowable competition.
Effective Date: August 1, 2024
Submitted By: Women’s Golf Coaches Association, Men’s Golf Coaches Association
Co-Sponsored By: Great Plains Athletics Conference

Q1: Why is this proposal coming forward? 
A: The sponsors of this proposal would like for golf to have two weeks of preparation prior to the first allowable competition date instead of seven days. 
 
Proposal: Declaration of Intent 
Bylaws Amendment 24-B-06 
Current Rule: A conference may receive an automatic qualifier even if one of the six institutions withdraw their intent to compete in post season during the current academic year.  
Proposed Change: To eliminate the provision that permits a conference to receive an automatic berth to NAIA postseason when six institutions have appropriately declared their intent regardless of whether or not the institutions fulfill the intent, thereby resulting in the requirement that six institutions must successfully fulfill their Declaration of Intent in order for the conference to receive the automatic berth. 
Effective Date: August 1, 2024 
Submitted By: The Sun Conference 
Co-Sponsored by:  Men’s Lacrosse Coaches Association
 
Q1: What is the current rule regarding automatic qualifiers for conferences?
 A: Currently, a conference may receive an automatic qualifier even if one of the six institutions withdraws their intent to compete in postseason during the current academic year.

Q2: What is the proposed change?
A: The proposed change aims to eliminate the provision that allows a conference to receive an automatic berth regardless of if one or more institutions choose to withdraw their declaration (even in good standing) during the current athletics season. Instead, it mandates that all six institutions must successfully fulfill their Declaration of Intent by completing the minimum number of contests to qualify for postseason and have at least six programs meet their DOI going into postseason for the conference to receive the automatic berth.

Q3: We have recently started sponsoring a women’s soccer team but don’t have many players. If we decide to undeclare our team from postseason early in the season, would we still be allowed to do so?   
A: Yes, schools will still be permitted to undeclare from postseason. However, it may prevent your conference or sport-affiliated grouping from receiving one automatic qualifier. 

The proposal does not change the existing approach that there is no penalty to undeclare your team from postseason competition as long as it is done at least four weeks prior to the beginning of postseason competition.  But as it relates this bylaw proposal, the result would be that women’s soccer would not be a team your institution is considered as sponsoring with an intent to participate in postseason and could be an immediate factor to the AQ process if a team undeclares during season.  

Q4: What is the penalty for not meeting the DOI commitment?  
A: An institution is viewed as failing to satisfy its DOI commitment if the institution declares its intent to participate in postseason and then decline an invitation or change its declaration after the filing deadline, or fails to compete in the minimum number of games would be viewed as failing to satisfy its DOI commitment. 
 
An institution failing to satisfy its DOI commitment shall be suspended from postseason competition in the affected sport for the next academic year in which the institution sponsors the sport on an intercollegiate level in the NAIA. Additionally, if an institution removes itself from the obligation of participation in the postseason in a particular sport for three consecutive seasons, the institution will be placed on NAIA suspension in that sport for the following academic year. Suspension will prohibit the institution from participating in postseason events in that sport at an intercollegiate level.  

Q5: Is the penalty sport specific?  
A: Yes, DOI penalties will be sport specific.   

Q6: How does the grace period provision work in relation to the amendment?
A: This bylaw amendment aims to clarify the grace period provision that if a conference loses a full or per-sport member institution(s) during the DOI cycle, thereby falling to five member institutions with a declared intent to participate in NAIA postseason, a grace period of two academic years will be extended. During this period, the conference remains eligible for one automatic qualification berth in that sport, provided it maintains a minimum of five member institutions sponsoring that sport with a declared intent to participate in NAIA postseason at all times.

Q7: Will this amendment affect the autonomy of conferences in determining automatic qualifier eligibility?
A: The amendment does not aim to take away autonomy from conferences. Nor the autonomy from institutions who may determine it would be in the sports program’s best interest to undeclared during the athletics season. Instead, it ensures that conferences uphold the integrity of the postseason qualification process by requiring genuine commitment from member institutions.

Q8: How can we ensure we safely undeclare without penalty?   
A: NAIA institutions will be able to utilize the Postseasons Participation Undeclare Form that can be found on the forms page on NAIA.org. An institution must do so four weeks prior the beginning of postseason competition to avoid penalty. This form provides an avenue to undeclare in a particular sport: https://www.naiaforms.com/?action=form&parameters=36  
  
Q9: On the forms page, there is a “Postseason Participation Undeclare Form” and a “Sponsoring a Varsity Sport Undeclared Form.” What are the differences?   
A: The first form, Postseason Participation Undeclare Form, is the proper form to submit in order to change a team’s declaration for postseason competition. As described above, this needs to be done four weeks prior to postseason competition. Teams who choose this path can still compete as varsity participants. Any other form of competition as a varsity participant (such as CSA with Cheer or USBC with bowling, for example) will subject the student-athletes to NAIA eligibility rules and being charged a season of competition.   
  
Sponsoring a Varsity Sport Undeclare Form is meant to communicate that a team will no longer be considered a varsity participant. An institution may choose to select this if a team has had too many injuries and they cannot move forward as a competitive team for the rest of the season. NAIA bylaws state that if a team ceases to compete with 50% or less of the season completed, the student-athletes would not be charged a season of competition.   

Q10: Our cheer team wishes to not go to the NAIA national championships, but instead, move forward to compete under CSA national competition. What are the proper steps in which to move forward?   
A: You may use the Postseason Participation Undeclared Form as the proper form to declare you do not intend to compete in NAIA postseason. Filling out this form will not change the varsity status of your team. This would commonly look like choosing ‘column B’ on the original DOI form. By selecting this option, the NAIA team may move forward to compete as a varsity program for a different postseason competition. Note that all additional competition will count towards a team’s frequency of play limits and the 24-week season. Additionally, student-athletes will still be held to all NAIA eligibility requirements, regardless of whether they are competing in NAIA postseason competition. 

 
Proposal: Intercollegiate Seasons of Competition Based On Practice
Bylaws Amendment 24-B-07
Current Rule: NAIA takes non-NAIA intercollegiate seasons charged at face-value as evaluated by another athletics association. 
Proposed Change: To adjust how student-athletes’ competitive experience while at a non-NAIA institution are evaluated by honoring seasons of competition charged by another athletic association unless the season charged is based solely on the student participating in practice at the prior institution.
Effective Date: May 1, 2024 as applied to eligibility decisions for NAIA competition in August 2024 or beyond.
Submitted By: National Coordinating Committee

Q1: When would an athlete be charged for only practicing?  
A: This rule is often referred to as the NCAA DIII rule since, at this time, NCAA DIII athletes may be charged a season of competition even if they just practice at their NCAA institution after a certain period. This bylaw would change the approach of honoring seasons charged at face value from the NCAA institution in this particular aspect to ensure the athletes are charged a season of competition based off of actual intercollegiate competition and/or other factors (i.e. seasons charged due to penalties) under the previous association’s rules, rather than merely practicing.  

Q2: Would this include seasons charged by previous athletic associations if they were charged a season of competition due to any type of penalty, sanction, or violation?
A: No, the NAIA will continue to honor seasons charged by previous athletic associations if the season resulted from a violation or penalty.  The proposal states that the NAIA will not honor a season of competition if the reason the season was charged was based solely on a student practicing with the previous institution. 

Q3: What happens if we’re unable to confirm why the season was charged from the previous athletics association? 
A: If the student is a first-time NAIA student-athlete who must go through the Eligibility Center for a decision, then the Eligibility Center will adjust their tracer to the previous institution to determine the specific reason why a student was charged a season of competition. 

For students who are not first-time NAIA student-athletes, but are transferring from another athletic associations, the NAIA institution will need to adjust the tracer form sent to the previous institution to clarify if the student was charged a season of competition based on practice only. 


Proposal: Non-Intercollegiate Seasons of Competition Charged by other Associations
Bylaws Amendment 24-B-10
Current Rule: NAIA takes non-NAIA seasons charged at face-value as evaluated by another athletics association. 
Proposed Change: To change that we honor SOCs stemming from outside competition that were charged by other athletic associations.
Effective Date: May 1, 2024 as applied to eligibility decisions for NAIA competition in August 2024 or beyond.
Submitted By: National Coordinating Committee

Q1: What is the purpose of this bylaw proposal? 
A: The sponsors of this proposal wish to apply our professional-level criteria to any outside competition, regardless of if the student was not an NAIA student at the time of competition. We will no longer take evaluations made by other athletics associations at face-value and instead apply our criteria to the unattached/ outside competition. 

Q2: How will the NAIA institution or the Eligibility Center know if the student competed as unattached (per their athletics association’s definition)? 
A: The process of gathering information from schools who operate outside of the NAIA will change. Currently the Eligibility Center has their own form as an athletics tracer that requests information from previous institutions. The questionnaire process will change a bit to request information on if the student competed in outside competition and if they were charged for such competition. 

For NAIA institutions who will do the outreach, you will need to update your tracer methods as well to understand why the student was charged from the previous athletic association. The NAIA Legislative Services office will provide an example of a tracer that can be used to ensure the appropriate questions are being asked. 

Q3: How does this bylaw affect athletes who participated in non-collegiate competitions recognized by other athletic associations?
A: The proposed bylaw aims to eliminate the practice of automatically honoring determinations made by other athletic associations regarding non-collegiate seasons of competition. Instead, the NAIA will apply its own professional-level criteria to evaluate such outside participation.

Q4: Can this bylaw be used retroactively to change previous seasons that have already been charged under the current “professional-level” criteria?
A: No. As with all bylaw amendments, the new iteration of the bylaw amendments cannot be applied retroactively from the effective date unless specifically stated within the bylaw proposal. 

Q5: Will the NAIA consider prior determinations made by other athletic associations regarding an athlete's unattached status?
A: Yes, the NAIA will honor prior determinations made by other associations regarding an athlete's intercollegiate competition while they were enrolled at the prior institution. If an athlete participated strictly as an unattached individual, the NAIA will accept that at face value and will apply its own rules when assessing outside, non-collegiate participation.

Q6: Who evaluates if a student’s previous competition is considered “professional-level”? When does this evaluation take place?
A: For any student who is required to have an Eligibility Center decision, the Eligibility Center will review and evaluate any non-collegiate competition to determine if it is meets the criteria and results in the student being charged with a season of competition. For a student who is not required to have an Eligibility Center decision for the current term, it is the responsibility of the campus AD, FAR, registrar and head coach to ensure that all of a student’s previous competitive experience has been divulged, researched and evaluated in the same fashion, and will make the ultimate determination regarding whether a student is charged a season of competition for non-collegiate participation or not.

Q7: If an athlete competes in a professional-level league as defined in the bylaw, is he automatically considered a professional athlete who has lost their amateurism? 
A: No. The NAIA definitions of a professional athlete (see NAIA Bylaws Article VII, Section C and D) still stand as the guidelines of whether or not a student-athlete has violated their amateurism standing. 

Proposal: Minimum Test Scores for Home School Students
Bylaws Amendment 24-B-11
Current Rule: Home school students must obtain an elevated test score of a 20 ACT or 1040 SAT in order to be determined eligible.  
Proposed Change: To remove the elevated test score option for home-school students, and enable home-schooled students to gain eligibility by meeting the same qualifying test scores as student-athletes from traditional high schools. 
Effective Date: May 1, 2024 as applied to eligibility decisions for NAIA competition in August 2024 or beyond.
Submitted By: Home School Committee

Q1: Why is this proposal coming forward? 
A: The home school committee has identified that many students who are home school students have a qualifying test score that is in line with all other traditional high school students. This test score has shown to be a strong indicator for college readiness. Therefore, the elevated test score that home school students were held to previously no longer seems applicable to this subset of incoming freshmen athletes. 

 
Q2: How does this bylaw now make initial eligibility for homeschool students any different than the requirements for traditional high school students?
A: Although the qualifying test scores will now match for both groups, homeschool students are not considered to have a 2.0 GPA since homeschool transcripts vary significantly depending on state laws and the grading aspects of a student’s specific homeschool program. Thus, homeschool students are still unable to obtain eligibility based solely on GPA, unlike traditional high school students. 


Proposal: Military Service Seasons of Competition Exception 
Bylaws Amendment 24-B-13
Current Rule: An individual serving full-time in the armed forces of any nation shall not be charged with a season of competition for competing in outside competition while representing the military team during the period of full-time service.    
Proposed Change: To expand the existing exception for competitive experience during full-time military service to also include participation on a non-military team at the assignment of the military unit.
Effective Date: May 1, 2024 as applied to eligibility decisions for NAIA competition in August 2024 or beyond.
Submitted By: Chicagoland Collegiate Athletics Conference
Co-Sponsored by: 

Q1: Why is the sponsor submitting this amendment? 
A: The sponsors intend for this amendment to broaden the existing exception for competitive experience during full-time military service. This change aims to include participation on non-military teams at the assignment of the military unit, offering additional flexibility for athletes serving in the armed forces to have the opportunity utilize the season of competition exception.
 

Q2. How can individuals verify their eligibility for this exception?
A: Individuals seeking to utilize this exception should obtain documented permission for assignment from their military unit and ensure they meet the outlined criteria while they were on active duty.

Q3: Why does the bylaw address amateur regulations?
A: While this exception expands the opportunity for competitive experience during full-time military service, it's essential to note that amateurism regulations described in Bylaws Article VII still apply. Therefore, individuals must adhere to these regulations, and if they violate the amateur bylaws, they may still be charged with a season of competition.
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