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Sept. 7, 2023

	Meeting Type: NAIA ATA Board Zoom Call
Time: 11:30- 12:30 PM CST

ATTENDEES
	Notes Taken By: Sara Eckinger

	Pete M- President
	Darin V- Golden State Athletic Conference

	Raeann B- President Elect
	Chris F- Great Plains Athletic Conference

	Kara W-S- Vice President
	Nia Stewart- Gulf Coast Athletic Conference

	BJ G- Secretary
	Lynsey P- Heart of America Conference

	Jon B- American Midwest Conference
	Lock S- Kansas Collegiate Athletic Conference

	Clay B- Appalachian Athletic Conference
	Derek P- Mid-South Conference

	Shira W- Association of Independent Institutions
	Mike L- North Star Athletic Association

	Jeff W- California Pacific Conference
	Tom P- Red River Athletic Conference

	Tracy Collins- Cascade Collegiate Conference
	Tara G- River States Conference

	Beth H- Crossroads League
	Andrea F- Sooner Athletic Conference

	Kris W- Frontier Conference
	Micah T- Southern States Athletic Conference

	Chesney S- NAIA VP of Membership & Value Governance
	Peter B- Wolverine-Hoosier Athletic Conference

	*Those highlighted in red were in attendance
	Sara E- Liaison NAIA-ATA

	
	



	TOPIC
	DISCUSSION

	Call to Order
	Dr. Pete Manely

	Approval of previous meeting minutes

	Kara motioned to approve the previous meeting minutes, and Derek seconded. The June meeting minutes were approved.

	Roll Call/Intro
	See above for attendance

Executive Board
· Pete Manely			President 
· Raeann Bromert    		President-Elect
· Kara Werner-Sanders	Vice President - 1 year 
· BJ Geasa			Secretary - 1 year


	Committee Updates
	Research- Kara: Discussed request from CSA to research acclimatization recommendations for fall sports such as soccer and volleyball. Mentioned the need and interest for standardizing guidelines like those in football. 

	






Committee Updates  Continued:
	ICSM- Kara and Derek: Discussed open NAIA committee position on the ICSM, they currently have two applicants that are starting the interview process for the open seat. There was good feedback from the initiated presentation that was given by members of the ICSM (including Pete, Kara and Andrew Drake from Sterling College) at NATA. Other updates include the re-evaluation and revamping of the AMCIAA/College Value Model, the rollout of the NATA Standard, and Workplace Crisis Summary for dispersion to conferences.  
Awards- Raeann: The Awards Committee has an open position and if individuals are interested, they can reach out to Raeann. You do not have to be a member of the board to sit on the awards committee. The committee has also been working on revamping the ATA Of the Year Award and Al Ortolani application because some components were outdated. Reminder that NATA Awards are due September 15.

Championships Review- Lynsey: Discussed the work of the Championships Review Committee, focusing on streamlining the Emergency Action Plan (EAP) process for fall sports. They plan to send out EAP requests early to ensure a smoother process for the committee. Lindsay also mentioned their efforts to improve communication and provide more efficient guidelines for championships.

Social Media/Newsletter- Pete: Emphasized the importance of sharing job announcements and shout-outs on social media platforms. Members were encouraged to submit content for promotion on NAIA social media. The NAIA newsletter is also open to submission(s).

	
New Business:
	
Cold Weather Policy- Pete: The cold weather policy, which had been previously voted down by the NAC, was discussed. The policy had been revised with input from the ATA Research Committee and was subsequently approved by NAC. The updated policy emphasizes best practices and safety guidelines, rather than specific temperature-related rules. The NAC members thanked the ATA Research Committee for the time and effort they invested in drafting the policy. 

Fall Sports Acclimation Policy in Conjunction with CSA- Pete: Discussed the need to explore acclimatization policies beyond heat-related considerations, considering equipment, physical activity, and recovery. Proposed expanding research to include all sports, not limited to soccer and volleyball. Agreement to proceed without needing further approval.

Research Opportunity- Sara: Shared updates about a research study proposal from Jeremiah Lucas at Truett McConnell University, concerning injury rates in women's soccer and baseball at the NAIA level. The NCAA has conducted similar research, and this study aims to fill gaps at the NAIA level. Institutions are encouraged to participate, although it's not mandatory, and participants will receive more information from Sara. The ATA Exec Committee supported this opportunity.

NAIA Satisfaction Survey- Chesney: Introduced the topic of improving NAIA membership value for athletic trainers and discussed the recent surveys sent out to gather feedback. Key takeaways discussed by the ATA Board included:
· The need for educating administrators about the importance of adequate support for athletic trainers, especially when expanding sports programs.
· Administrators need to have a better understanding of basic standards of care for student-athletes. 
· NAIA should define clear rules and consequences to maintain a level of structure within member institutions. There is this perception that the NAIA has no rules.
· Defining standards of care and requirements for medical coverage at games.
The discussion provided great insight into the challenges and opportunities for enhancing the NAIA’s support for athletic trainers. 

USCAH Athletic Healthcare Administrators Association- Sara: USCAH offers free access to the Healthcare Administrators Association for all NAIA athletic trainers. An email will be sent with a document containing the necessary steps to sign up and utilize the free access with a specific code.

NAIA Update- Sara: No new updates at this time



	 Other Business: 
	Discussion from the Board:
· WBGT Discussion- Tabled until next ATA Board Meeting

· Gatorade Partnership with Henry Schein: The NAIA is actively exploring a potential Gatorade partnership through Henry Schein. The National Office is also looking into expanding its partnership with Body Armor, which would allow NAIA institutions to order products at a discounted rate. 

· Supply Concerns: Mike raised concerns about the increasing cost of athletic tape and teams not providing sufficient tape kits during contests. Various suggestions were discussed, including using sample tape or exploring partnerships for discounted tape supplies. 


	 Adjourn:
	Pete called to adjourn the meeting.


	
	



image1.png
Athletic
Trainers
Association

AL





